
The Land of
Smiles

Asia has become one of the biggest tourist destinations in the world,
whether the continent is ready for it or not. Some countries were slow and
more cautious to jump at the chance to please tourists flying in from Milan
to Miami, however, Thailand saw its opportunity in the industry and
tailored itself as such. Thus, the Land of Smiles was born.

The nickname was first dubbed in a promotional sense, hoping to lure
visitors in with its promise of white sand beaches, affordable travel costs,
and the extreme hospitality of the locals. This, in a sense, is all very
realistic. The coastlines of Southern Thailand are some of the most
stunning in the world. The cost of accommodation and food remain
extremely low in comparison to Western countries and even those
surrounding the Land of Smiles. Last but not least, the locals are, for the
most part, helpful, courteous, and kind.

It is this nickname that explains most of the country’s brochures: a smiling
local selling goods at a floating market or similar. That being said, this
same market is likely swarming with tourists … though the photograph
does not show it. Thailand welcomed some 32 million foreign tourists in a
recent year and while of course the COVID-19 crisis temporarily stalled
this progress, the country’s momentum in terms of visitors does not seem
to be slowing down.

Visitors are very often surprised by the ability of Thai people to smile
through virtually every situation, even when a smile seems like an unusual
response. IMPACT Group Career Coach Marie Lucchini, who is based in
Bangkok, can testify that, “even with many years of practice, it is almost
impossible for a non-Thai person to read the Thai smiles you get.” Once
you have more of an understanding of the meanings behind the smiles,
you will be able to read social situations easier and have a better
understanding of Thai culture.



In Thailand, a smile is much more than just a smile…it is a form of subtle
interpersonal-messaging. There are at least 13 different smiles that a Thai
person may use, each one having a very specific meaning.

Yim thang nam taa: The “I’m so happy I’m crying” smile.

Yim thak thaai: The “polite” smile for someone you barely know.

Yim cheun chom: The “I admire you” or “I’m proud of you” smile.

Fuen Yim: The stiff smile, also known as the “I should laugh at the joke
even though it’s not funny” smile.

Yim mee lessanai: The smile which masks something wicked, such as bad
intent.

Yim yaw: The teasing, or “I told you so” smile.

Yim yae-yae: The “I know things look pretty bad but there’s no point in
crying over spilt milk” smile.

Yim sao: The sad smile.

Yim haeng: The dry smile, also known as the “I know I owe you the money,
but I don’t have it” smile.

Yim thak thaan: The “I disagree with you” smile, also known as the “You
can go ahead and propose it but your idea’s no good” smile.

Yim cheuad-cheuan: The “I am the winner” smile; a smile given to a losing
competitor.

Yim soo: The “smiling in the face of an impossible struggle” smile.

Yim mai awk: The “I’m trying to smile, but can’t” smile.
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