
The background of the flag is a combination of red,
white, and blue horizontal stripes. It is said that the
flag was modeled after the French Tricolor or the
French flag. The color white was used on the Costa
Rican flag to signify peace, happiness, and wisdom.
It also represents liberty and freedom from Spanish
rule. The color red appears on the flag to represent
the blood that has been spilt in defending the
country. It also signifies the cultural warmth and
generosity of the Costa Rican people and their love
for life.  The color blue on the Costa Rican flag is
meant to represent the sky and the opportunities
that are available to the country’s people.

FLAG FACTS

The Costa Rican flag has gone through ten updates and changes over the
years.  In 1823, the Costa Rican flag contained a red star on a white
background.  In 1824, the flag was changed to contain light blue and white
horizontal stripes. The current blue, white, and red version of the national flag
of Costa Rica was made official on September 29, 1848.  In 1998, the flag was
updated to add smoke coming from the tops of volcanos.



The coat of arms of Costa Rica was revised in
1848 and placed in the center of the flag’s red
horizontal stripe.  The Coat of Arms shows three
volcanoes representing the country's three
mountain range (Cordillera Guanacaste,
Cordillera Volcánica Central & Cordillera
Talamanca) and the Central Valley. The two
sailing ships on either side of the extensive valley
are symbolic of the country’s Pacific and
Caribbean coastlines and the maritime history of
Costa Rica.

FLAG FACTS : COAT OF ARMS

In a previous version of the flag, the Coat of Arms had five stars representing the
country’s five provinces.  Two additional stars were added in 1964 so the flag now
contains seven stars that represent the seven provinces of Costa Rica: Alajuela,
Cartago, Guanacaste, Heredia, Limon, Puntarenas, and San Jose.

There is a rising sun on the left side of the Coat of Arms which is meant to signify
the birth of Costa Rica as a new nation. The gold frame of the Costa Rica flag’s
Coat of Arms contains small beads representing the importance of coffee in their
culture.

The unofficial version of the Costa Rican flag does not contain the Coat of Arms.
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