
Alaska lies at the extreme northwest of the North American continent, and the
Alaska Peninsula is the largest peninsula in the Western Hemisphere. Alaska is
bordered by Canada on the eastern side; Pacific Ocean lies on the southern side, and
Arctic Ocean lies on the northern side of the state. The Bering Strait in the western
side separates it from the Russian Federation.
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Alaska is central to the great circle route connecting North America with Asia by sea
and air and is equidistant from most of Asia and Europe.

The name Alaska is derived from the Unangax (Native Aleut) word alaxsxa or
alaxsxix, both meaning “mainland” or “great land.”

Russia controlled most of the area that is now Alaska from the late 1700s until 1867
when it was purchased by U.S. Secretary of State William Seward for $7.2 million, or
about two cents an acre.

The Mt. Mckinley (also known as Denali) situated in the almost center of Alaska is the
highest peak (20,310 feet) of the North America continent. It is the peak of Alaska`s
Mountain Range. Alaska`s map discernibly shows the state has the longest coastline
even more than all states of the USA collectively.
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The economy of Alaska is dominated by natural gas, fishing, and oil industries,
among others. The US armed forces have bases in Alaska and tourism account for
a larger part of the economy of Alaska.

Alaska looks deceptively small on a world map or globe. The truth is, Alaska is an
enormous state, sizing in at over 600,000 square miles of land. Texas, and its
260,000 square miles of land, would fit in Alaska twice. It’s also larger than the size
of Montana, Texas, and California put together.

Alaska has some intense seismic activity. This is typical of regions with large
mountain ranges. And, since Alaska has 17 of North America’s tallest mountains,
this might come as no surprise.

Alaska typically has a very short growing season, only 105 days, on average. For
comparison, California’s growing season lasts nearly 300 days. However, the
Alaskan growing season does not have long dark nights. The state is located close
to the north pole where it enjoys up to 19 hours of sunshine each day, during
summer and at the peak of the growing season. The extra hours of sunlight allows
Alaskan crops to just keep growing and growing. Even though the growing season
is months shorter than the rest of the country, Alaska’s gardeners grow some of
the largest vegetables in the world.

Alaska is one of a few states that pays citizens to live there. It’s called the Alaska
Permanent Fund and pays out a specific amount annually based on the state’s oil
royalties. Citizens are required to register and sign up for the payout every year
between January and March; payments are released at the end of the year. In
2019, the annual payout sat at an estimated $1,800. Apparently, though, what most
attracts new residents are the high job wages in the state.

Barrow is the northernmost city in Alaska. Barrow has both the longest and
shortest amount of daylight in the state. When the sun rises on May 10, it doesn’t
set for nearly three months. When it sets on November 18, Barrow residents do not
see the sun again for nearly two months. A summer trip to Barrow will help you
understand why Alaska is known as the Land of the Midnight Sun.
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The aurora borealis (northern lights) can be seen in Alaska. The lights can be seen
an average of 243 days a year in Fairbanks. The northern lights are produced by
charged electrons and protons striking the earth’s upper atmosphere.

Alaska Natives make up 18% of the state’s population. There are 224 federally
recognized tribes and 20 indigenous languages spoken in the state.

Alaskans celebrate Alaska Day each October 18th. It is the anniversary of the
formal transfer of the Territory of Alaska from the Russian Empire to the United
States, which occurred on Friday, October 18, 1867.

The World Ice Art Championships occur annually in March, in Fairbanks, Alaska.
The event is attended by artists from the world over. They chisel and carve away
at giant blocks of ice fashioning remarkable creations that sometimes reach 25
feet high.                                       
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