
Belgium, officially the Kingdom of Belgium, is a country in Northwestern Europe. It is
one of the smallest and most densely populated European countries, and it has been,
since its independence in 1830, a representative democracy headed by a hereditary
constitutional monarch.

It is believed that Belgium derives its name from the Belgae tribes which lived in the
northern part of what was then Gaul around the third century BC. But what does
Belgae stand for and where did these tribes come from? According to linguistic
experts, the name has its roots from the proto-celtic words ‘belg’ and ‘bolg,’ which
mean to swell with anger.

Culturally, Belgium is a heterogeneous country straddling the border between the
Romance and Germanic language families of western Europe. With a population of
under 12 million, Belgium is a nation divided into three regions: Dutch speaking
Flanders, with 55% of the population, in the north; 35% in the mainly French speaking
Wallonia in the south, and the cosmopolitan capital Brussels.

Belgium Has three Official Languages, namely Dutch, French, and German.

Due to its strategically important location, Belgium has been subject to repeated
invasion and influence by neighboring powers. The land has been called the
'Battlefield of Europe due to the number of wars that have been fought in the area.

Belgium became independent in 1830 and the Kingdom of Belgium was established.
Each year the crowning of the first King Leopold is celebrated on July 21st, Belgian
National Day.

Under King Leopold II a huge African empire in the Congo was established, thus
greatly enriching the monarch with the profits from the brutal exploitation.

In 2013 Albert II abdicated and his son was crowned King Philippe II, the seventh king
in the country's history.

In the Great War, millions died in the muddy trenches of the Western Front as Allied
and German armies became stuck in Flanders. Visitors today can remember those
who gave their lives at monuments around the city of Ypres and the former
battlefields of the Somme. (The battle of the Somme, November 1916, one of the
most bitter and costly battles of Word war I.)

The poppy as a symbol of war casualties started with a poem. In the spring of 1915, a
Canadian artillery unit brigade surgeon named Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae saw
bright red poppies blooming on the war-torn fields where so many soldiers had lost
their lives, and he was moved to write “In Flanders Fields."     
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If Belgians could play only one sport, it probably would be football (soccer). The
Royal Belgian Football Association encompasses thousands of teams and clubs.
Belgian’s national team, known as the Red Devils, has long been a power in
international competitions. When it comes to football history, Belgium was the first
mainland European country to play association football, which happened as early
as 1863.

The lion, especially the Leo Belgicus (Latin for "Belgian Lion") has been used as a
heraldic animal to represent the Benelux for centuries. The Benelux Union is a
politico-economic union and formal international intergovernmental cooperation of
three neighboring states in western Europe: Belgium, the Netherlands, and
Luxembourg. A heraldic lion can be seen on the Belgian Coat of Arms and can be
seen as the country’s de facto national animal.

Belgium Cycling has numerous enthusiasts, many inspired by the example of Eddy
Merckx, who dominated international cycling during the 1960s and ’70s, winning
the Tour de France and the Giro d’Italia five times each.

Belgium is famous for its food and drink. Widely regarded as the capital of
chocolate, Belgium is considered a leader in the industry for producing some of the
world's finest chocolates. Belgian chocolates such as truffles are eaten around the
world.

Belgium produces more than 220,000 tons of chocolate per annum. Brussels’
Zaventem airport has the highest number of chocolate sales in the world. On
average, 1.6 kg (3.5 Ibs) of chocolate is being sold per minute!
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The world record for a democratic nation to be without an elected government is
held by Belgium, which lasted for 589 days in 2010-11. Following national elections,
the opposing Flemish and Walloon regions were unable to agree on policy issues
and form a governing coalition.

The famous German philosopher Karl Marx lived in Brussels in 1845–1847, joined
by his collaborator Engels. They drafted and published the Communist Manifesto
almost entirely in Brussels. If you visit Brussels, you cannot miss the restaurant Le
Cygne located in the Grand-Place where Marx wrote his famous work.

Robert Cailliau, co-inventor of the World Wide Web, is a Belgian.

Georges Lemaître, ‘father’ of the Big Bang theory was born in Belgium. First soldier,
then priest and astrophysicist, Lemaitre reached the heights of academic success
by proclaiming something that broke all the established rules: the universe was
expanding and was born out of the explosion of a tiny point, which he called the
“primeval atom". At that time most physicists thought that the universe was static
and eternal, a comfortable idea that avoided thorny questions about its origin and
creation.

If you had assumed that the name "French fries" indicates that the classic fried
potato dish hails from France, you'd be wrong. The crispy spuds were most likely
invented in the country's northeast neighbor, Belgium. In winter, when the river
froze, the fish-deprived villagers fried potatoes instead. It's said that this dish was
discovered by American soldiers in Belgium during World War I and, since the
dominant language of southern Belgium is French, they dubbed the tasty potatoes
“French” fries.

If you’ve ever had Belgian fries, you’ve probably wondered how the chefs get
them so insanely crispy. Their secret: They fry them twice.

The history of waffles in Belgium is long and illustrious. The first written mention of
waffles can be dated back to the 17th century. Waffles seem to have really hit their
stride in the 19th century when many “gauffreries” (or waffle shops — you know
you’re serious about waffles when you have a separate name for stores that sell
them) opened along the seashore.

Belgium may be one of Western Europe’s smallest countries, but its capital plays
host to NATO and the European Union; indeed, “Brussels” has long been a
shorthand term for the EU’s political and administrative machinery.
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