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Christmas in Switzerland shares many of the customs from its

neighbors Germany and Austria. But it has many traditions of its

own!

Advent marks the start of the Christmas preparations. Advent

calendars and crowns are both popular. In some villages, there are

'real' advent calendars with different houses decorating an 'Advent

Window'. On the day when it's your house with the advent

window, you hold a party for the villagers in the evening. There's

food, mulled wine (called Glühwein) and music.

Christmas markets are very popular in towns and cities where you

can buy all kinds of Christmas foods and decorations. There are

big light displays and you can enjoy some more hot Glühwein!

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/switzerland.shtml

CHRISTMAS INCHRISTMAS IN
SWITZLERLANDSWITZLERLAND

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/germany.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/austria.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/advent.shtml
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CHRISTMAS INCHRISTMAS IN  
CANADACANADA

Canada is a very large country and people of many different

cultural backgrounds live there. Because of this, there are lots of

different Christmas traditions in Canada. Many of the traditions

and celebrations come from French, English, Irish, Scottish,

German, Norwegian, Ukrainian and native/first nation influences.

Canadians like to decorate their houses with Christmas Trees,

lights and other decorations. There's often Christmas stockings

hung by the fireplace, ready for Santa!

The Santa Claus Parade in Toronto is one of the oldest and largest

Santa parades in the world!

'Sinck Tuck' is a festival started by the Inuit that is celebrated in

some provinces of Canada. This celebration consists of dancing

and gift exchanging.

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/canada.shtml

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/france.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/uk.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/ireland.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/uk.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/germany.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/norway.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/ukraine.shtml
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CHRISTMAS INCHRISTMAS IN  
COSTA RICACOSTA RICA

Christmas in Costa Rica comes at the end of the school year and

the start of the holidays - so people really look forward to getting

to the beach!

People like to decorate their houses with beautiful tropical

flowers. A model of the nativity scene, called the Pasito or Portal, is

the center of the display. It's also decorated with flowers and

sometimes fruit. Some of the scenes take a long time to make and

all the family is involved. As well as the traditional figures, people

add other models including houses and lots of different sorts of

animals.

During December and into January, there are lots of fiestas,

parades, rodeos, street parties, bull runs and choral and dance

festivals. 

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/costa_rica.shtml

https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/nativity.shtml
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CHRISTMAS INCHRISTMAS IN  
GREECEGREECE

Every December, in Aristotelous Square in the city of Thessaloniki

(which is the second biggest city Greece) a huge Christmas Tree

and three masted sailing ship are put up. It's a popular tourist

attraction. There are also large boat displays in other large Greek

cities like Athens. Decorated ships are an old tradition in Greece

where small ships were put up in homes when sailors had

returned from sea voyages.

Christmas Trees are popular in Greece. The first known Christmas

tree in Greece was in 1833 and was set-up by King Otto next to a

large decorated boat. Over time, especially in the late 20th

century, decorated Christmas trees became more popular than

decorating a boat. But now having a boat as well as a tree is

becoming more popular!

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/greece.shtml
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CHRISTMAS INCHRISTMAS IN  
BRAZILBRAZIL

Many Brazilian Christmas traditions come from Portugal as

Portugal ruled Brazil for many years. Nativity Scenes, known as

Presépio are very popular. They are set-up in churches and homes

all through December.

In Brazil, Santa Claus is called Papai Noel & Bom Velhinho (Good

Old Man).

Many Christmas customs are similar to ones in the USA or UK even

though it's summer and very hot at Christmas time in Brazil. Many

people like to go to the beach.

Sometimes children leave a sock near a window. If Papai Noel

finds your sock, he'll exchange it for a present!

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/brazil.shtml

https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/nativity.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/fatherchristmas.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/usa.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/uk.shtml
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CHRISTMAS INCHRISTMAS IN  
SPAINSPAIN

In Spain. children may receive a small gift on the night before

Christmas or on the morning of the 25th. The  day for presents is

6th January holiday called Epiphany, when the Three Kings bring

gifts for the children. 

Christmas Day is a national holiday in Spain so shops are closed

yet it is not a day of great celebration but rather a calm day when

people go out for a walk, drop into a bar, etc. Another large family

meal at lunchtime is common though it’s becoming more

common to see families eating out on the afternoon of Christmas

day.

https://www.spanish-fiestas.com/festivals/christmas-in-spain/
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In Japan, Christmas in known as more of a time to spread

happiness rather than a religious celebration. Christmas Eve is

often celebrated more than Christmas Day. Christmas Eve is

thought of as a romantic day, in which couples spend together

and exchange presents. In many ways it resembles Valentine's Day

celebrations in the UK and the USA. 

Fried chicken is often eaten on Christmas day. It is the busiest

time of year for restaurants such as KFC and people can place

orders at their local fast food restaurant in advance! There was an

advertising campaign by KFC in the 1974 called 'Kentucky for

Christmas!' (Kurisumasu ni wa kentakkii!) which was very

successful and made KFC popular for Christmas!

CHRISTMAS INCHRISTMAS IN
  JAPANJAPAN

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/japan.shtml

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/uk.shtml
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CHRISTMAS INCHRISTMAS IN
  THAILANDTHAILAND

As the majority of Thailand’s population follows the Buddhist

religion, Christmas is not a traditional holiday or particularly big

event in the country. However, festive cheer can be felt in the

countries capital, Bangkok and other tourist spots. 

December marks the month of the King of Thailand’s birthday, so

the streets are already illuminated with decorations, adding to the

festive feel. Chitralada Palace, where the King occasionally resides,

will be glowing with fairy lights, giving it a truly enchanting feel. 

On top of these celebratory lights, the city’s shopping areas will be

fully decked out for the Christmas period. Malls often feature

massive Christmas trees, among other festive ornaments.

https://www.thaizer.com/culture-etiquette/do-they-celebrate-christmas-in-thailand/
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Most of the Bali population is Hindu, however part of the

population are also Christians. The Balinese have a different

version of a Christmas tree known as ‘Penjor’. These are a curved

bamboo poles that is decorated with coconut leaves and rice

plant branches. They are curved to symbolize the highest and

most sacred mountain in Bali and for that reason these

decorations can be made as tall as 10 meters!

At the center of these trees are offerings known as ‘Sanggah

Chuck’ which hold a bag of basic house goods.

Penjors are usually also a bonding experience with family as loved

ones come together to assemble the great tree and then mount it

front of their houses. 

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
  IN BALIIN BALI

https://www.goddessretreats.com/blog/healthy-ideas-new-years-christmas-traditions-unusual-festive-ideas/


