Cultural Facts
The English name for Switzerland unsurprisingly means “Land of
the Switzer”, which is an old name for the Swiss people. However,
there are actually a few other names that you will see dotted
throughout the country. This includes La Suisse in French and Die
Schweiz in German. You will often see its Latin name Confoederatio
Helvetica.
With much of the country covered by the Alps, Switzerland is one of
the highest countries in Europe. In total, there are precisely 208
Swiss mountains that stretch up past 3,000 meters. These include
the legendary Matterhorn, which can be seen on bars of the famous
Swiss chocolate brand, Toblerone.
The country is home to more than 7,000 lakes. While Lake Geneva,
which lies to the west, is undoubtedly the most famous, you won’t
have any trouble finding your own private lagoon if you venture into
the great Swiss countryside.
Switzerland is entirely landlocked, meaning that it has no coastline.
Instead, the country is bordered by five countries: France, Germany,
Austria, Liechtenstein, and Italy. However, southern Switzerland
enjoys a largely Mediterranean climate.

https://www.expatica.com/ch/moving/about/switzerland-facts-100041/

Alphorn

Like the didgeridoo, the Indian bamboo or wooden trumpet and the African
horn, the alphorn is one of the original wooden wind instruments.
The main function of the alphorn was for communication with the herdsmen on
the neighboring Alps and with the people down in the valley below.
After 1800, as the production of cheese increasingly shifted from the Alps to the
dairies in the villages, the alphorn was used less and less. It now has won the
hearts of its audiences as a musical instrument – and has become a tourist
attraction and a symbol of Switzerland.
The alphorn makes a grand appearance at the Swiss Yodeling Festival, in
parades held by the Swiss Association for Traditional Costume as well as at the
annual international alphorn festival in Nendaz.

Hover over this QR Code with your phone's camera
to watch a video on the Battle of the Alpine Horns:

https://www.myswitzerland.com/en-us/planning/about-switzerland/custom-and-tradition/alphorn-the-sound-of-natural-tones/

Cultural Facts
Switzerland has not one but four official languages: German,
French, Italian, Romansh.
The “Swiss Psalm” has been the country’s national anthem since
1961. Before then, it was "Rufst du mein Vaterland" (When you call
us, Fatherland), sung to the same tune as the British national
anthem “God Save the Queen.” In 2014, a competition was launched
to find a new national anthem. By 2015, the jury pronounced as
winner Zurich-born Werner Widmer, whose song ‘Schweizerstrophe’
(or ‘Swiss stanza’) combines all four national languages.
The Swiss Yodeling Festival is held every three years and attracts
around 10,000 yodelers, flag-throwers and alphorn players.
“Heidi,” the 19th century children’s book written by Johanna Spyri,
has been translated into over 50 languages and been adapted for
film many times over.

Hover over this QR Code with your phone's camera
to listen to the 2015 Swiss National Anthem "Schweizerpsalm" :

https://www.expatica.com/ch/moving/about/switzerland-facts-100041/

