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Hawaii History & Culture Facts
Native Hawaiians, also known as Kanaka Maoli, are the aboriginal people of the Hawaiian Islands. Their
ancestors were the original Polynesians who sailed to Hawaii and settled on the islands around the 5th
century AD.
In 1778 Captain James Cook, an English explorer, sailed on the HMS Resolution into Waimea Bay on Kauai.
Hawaiians almost became extinct. Prior to Captain's Cook arrival it was estimated that there were
400,000 to one million Native Hawaiians living on the major Hawaiian Islands. Due to new diseases, the
population of the Native Hawaiian population dropped to 40,000 within a century of Captain Cook's
arrival.
Hawaii was an independent and sovereign nation. The Kingdom of Hawaii was an internationallyrecognized monarchy that entered into bilateral treaties of trade and friendship including the United
States in 1826.
Hawaiians quickly became literate after western contact, The first Christian missionaries came to
Hawaii in 1820. Soon after Hawaiian children began attending school and learned to read and write in the
Hawaiian language.

Hawaii's government was illegally overthrown by the United States on January 16,1893. In response to
the Queen Lili'uokalani's conditional surrender letter, President Grover Cleveland initiated an
investigation on March 11, 1893,and offered the Queen reinstatement in return for amnesty to those who
were involved in the coup. She initially refused, then acquiesced, but to no avail, as the provisional
government formed after the coup, led by Sanford Dole, denied her reinstatement.
In January 1894, Sanford Ballard Dole, agreed to serve as the first President of the Republic of Hawaii.
The Hawaiian language was banned in 1897. The English language replaced Hawaiian as the official
language of government, business, and education.
The native Hawaiian's tried to fight back through the U.S. legal system by launching a petition with
21,269 Native Hawaiian signatures. Queen Lili'uokalani traveled to Washington D.C. to present her
protest and petition to Congress. During the time of her travel by sea, a new Congress had formed with
the administration of President William McKinley. Though President Cleveland had been sympathetic,
McKinley was not, and in spite of of the efforts of the Native Hawaiians and their Queen, Hawaii was
illegally annexed as a U.S. territory in 1898.
Queen Lili'uokalani was a skilled musician who wrote more than 160 songs and chants in her lifetime.
She wrote a song titled "Aloha 'Oe" ("Farewell to Thee") in 1878. It is her most famous song and is a
common cultural symbol and the national anthem of Hawaii.
On August 21, 1959, Hawaii became the state of Hawaii of the United States. Hawaii became the 50th state
of United States.
In 1993, U. S. President Bill Clinton signed an official apology to Native Hawaiians for the illegal
overthrow of their nation. Public Law 103-150 was passed by a joint resolution of Congress to
acknowledge the 100th anniversary of the overthrow.
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Native Hawaiians today, continue to work towards finding their rightful place in modern day Hawaii and
regaining self-governance.
In 1987, instruction in the Hawaiian language began again in public schools. Today, traditional public
schools and charter schools offer Hawaiian language to instruct in all subjects. Any student in Hawaii
may choose to participate in a Hawaiian language immersion program.
Hawaii is the only American state to have two official languages, Hawaiian and English. However, a third
and unofficial language is also widely spoken, Pidgin, which is a slang combining words from many
aspects of island life and culture.
A renaissance of the Hawaiian culture including language, dance, arts and traditional customs began in
the 1970's and continues today.
The weeklong Merrie Monarch Festival takes place on the Big Island Hawaii each year and celebrates
the art of hula dancing.
Hula is the storytelling dance of the Hawaiian Islands. Hula is often paired with chants or music. Hula
animates history, genealogy, prophecy, and the tales of those who came before.
Hawaiian outrigger canoe paddling is how the native Hawaiians discovered the Hawaiian Islands.
Outrigger canoe paddling has become an international sport and educates people from all over the
world about Hawaiian culture.
As Native Hawaiians settled in the area , they fished, raised taro for poi, planted coconuts, sugarcane,
yams and cooked meat and fish in earth ovens. Today, common Hawaiian dishes include Kalua pig, Laulau, Poke, Squid Luau, Haupia and Spam Musubi.
Traditional Hawaiian religion is a polytheistic animistic religion. Hawaiians believe that there are spirits
in many objects such as the waves and the sky. The Hawaiian religion believes in four Gods; Kane,
Kanaloa, Ku, and Lono.
Hawaiian music roots go back thousands of years. Many visitors have introduced a variety of
instruments that have created today's rhythms, chants, and vocal styles. The Hawaiian music scene
today, is as diverse as the islands' mix of cultures- everything from rock 'n roll , rap, jazz and a Hawaiian
form of reggae known as Jawaiian.
Surfing was once the sport of island chiefs. Today, it binds Hawaiians to their cultural identity. He'e nalu,
or wave sliding is a sport with social and ritual importance. Modern surfers today use boards made from
synthetic materials that echo earlier wooden shapes.
Lei is the Hawaiian word for garland or wreath. Leis are given to each other in Hawaii for important
events in a persons life. A Lei is a gift of love and respect and should be properly disposed of by returning
it to the earth's surface.
A luau is a feast. Many families in Hawaii celebrate a child's first birthday, graduation or wedding with a
luau.

The Aloha shirt, also referred to as a Hawaiian shirt, is a style of dress shirt originating in Hawaii. The shirt
first appeared in Hawaii around the 1920s or '30s, when local Japanese women adapted kimono fabric
for use in men's shirting.
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