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Australia Cultural Facts
Australia is originally the home of the Aboriginal people who have been there since ancient times.
The oldest surviving cultural traditions in Australia—and some of the oldest surviving cultural traditions
on earth—are those of Australia's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Their ancestors have
inhabited Australia for between 40,000 and 60,000 years, living a hunter-gatherer lifestyle.
Most Aboriginal Australians have a belief system based on the Dreaming, or Dreamtime, which refers both
to a time when ancestral spirits created land and culture, and to the knowledge and practices that define
individual and community responsibilities and identity.
Conflict and reconciliation between indigenous and non-indigenous Australians has been a source of much
art and literature in Australia.
Ancient Aboriginal artistic styles and iconic inventions such as the boomerang, the didgeridoo and
Indigenous Australian music have become symbols of modern Australia.
In 2006, the Indigenous population was estimated at 517,000 people, or 2.5 per cent of the total population.
Since the country became a British penal colony in the eighteenth century, it became Anglicized and
developed its own ‘flavor’, its own national identity.
Despite the fact that the Queen of Australia is not resident in Australia, the Crown and royal institutions
remain part of Australian life. The Australian currency, including all coins and the five dollar note, bears an
image of the reigning monarch, Queen Elizabeth II.
Around 12% of public lands in Australia are referred to as Crown land, including reserves set aside for
environmental conservation as well as vacant land. There are many geographic places that have been
named in honor of a reigning monarch, including the states of Queensland and Victoria, named after Queen
Victoria, with numerous rivers, streets, squares, parks and buildings carrying the names of past or present
members of the Royal Family.
Women's suffrage in Australia was achieved from the 1890s. Women became eligible to vote in South
Australia in 1895. This was the first legislation in the world permitting women to stand for political office
and, in 1897, Catherine Helen Spence, an Adelaidean, became the first female political candidate.
In more recent times, Australia has become incredibly diverse, with countless nationalities migrating here
and infusing the local culture with myriad others. As such, ‘Australian culture’ is a colorful blend all its own,
that can’t be compared with any other country of the world.
Australia has three architectural listings on UNESCO's World Heritage list: Australian Convict
Sites (comprising a collection of separate sites around Australia, including Hyde Park Barracks in
Sydney, Port Arthur in Tasmania, and Fremantle Prison in Western Australia); the Royal Exhibition
Building in Melbourne and the iconic Sydney Opera House.
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