
Tản Viên Sơn Thánh, also known as Sơn Tinh, is the god of
Tản Viên Mountain. He is one of four Immortals worshiped
by the Vietnamese people of the Red River Delta region. 
 

Sơn Tinh & Thủy Tinh
Pop-up book craft 

To make the pop-up book
you will first need to print
out all story pages and
character cut outs. Ideally
you would print this on
cardstock, but printer paper
is ok too. Pages four through
nine should be printed out
with these options:

Shown to the left are the
printing preferences for
Chrome and Acrobat PDF
Reader. If you are printing
on a different application,
you essentially need the
settings to print two pages
per sheet, while not printing
on both sides. You do not
need to print in color.

This pop-up book illustrates the story of Sơn Tinh saving
the Vietnamese people from the destructive weather
created by Thủy Tinh, a battle that the Vietnamese people
use to explain their monsoon season.



Then, while its folded, cut two
vertical slits on the fold, they
should be perpendicular to the
fold.

Now that you have all the cutouts ready, color
the pages and figures as you please. When you
are finished coloring, match up the figures to
their panels as shown above. Glue them to
where you see a purple splotch above. They
should pop-up as you open the panel.

Once printed, cut a straight even
line between the story sheets.

Sơn Tinh & Thủy Tinh
Pop-up book craft 

Fold out this cutout, so that the
cutout comes out the other
direction of the paper, like so.
Then, you want to cut out all
the figures from the last sheet.

Fold each story sheet in half
(hamburger style). The fold should
line up with the grey line. 

*Side profile
of page



The cover, which should have NO slits on it, it will get
glued to the backs of the first and last page of this
series, so that it wraps around like a cover. Don't
forget to add your name on the cover!

cover

cover

Sơn Tinh & Thủy Tinh
Pop-up book craft 

For some additional help you can follow these
directions that are animated on someone creating
their own pop-up book here: 
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Pop-up-Book

Now, you need to glue all the pages together! Apply
glue to the backs of the pages and attach them in this
order: 



Hùng Vương, the 18th King of the Hồng Bàng Dynasty,
had a very beautiful daughter named Mỵ Nương. The king
was to arrange her marriage. He wanted to find a son-in-

law who was smart, handsome and talented for his
daughter. There were two worthy men: Sơn Tinh, the

Mountain God, and Thủy Tinh, Lord of the Waters. King
Hùng Vương requested both to showcase their powers.
Sơn Tinh could magically have a forests and mountains
arise from the ground. Thủy Tinh also had the similar

powers. He could create wind, rain and ocean waves with
his magic powers.



The King decided to present one final challenge. The
first man to arrive with specially selected wedding
gifts the next day could marry the princess. These

unique wedding gifts included a nine-tusk elephant,
a nine-spur cockerel, and a nine-mane horse. Early

the next morning, as the sun came up, Sơn Tinh
arrived first, married Mỵ Nương and took her back to

the Tản Viên Mountain, where he lived.Thủy Tinh
came a few minutes afterward. Upon realizing that

he was too late, he became extremely furious.



Unwilling to accept defeat, 
Thủy Tinh summoned torrential

rain, gusty winds, thunder 
and lightning, and also 

brought the sea level higher.
He wanted to defeat Sơn Tinh.



However, as the sea level rose, Sơn Tinh used
his magic to raise the height of the mountains
as a counter-measure. Everyone suffered the

rage of Thủy Tinh as the floods he caused
destroyed land, crops, and houses. In an effort

to protect the people, their properties and
belongings, Son Tinh created dikes 

to shield from the rising sea.



Sơn Tinh &
Thủy Tinh 
T H E  M O U N T A I N  G O D   V S .  

L O R D  O F  T H E  W A T E R S

V I E T N A M E S E  M Y T H I C A L  

P O P - U P  B O O K  

B Y :   

This battle between the two Lords lasted for
countless days but eventually, Thủy Tinh

became weary and lowered the sea level. 
He never, however, forgave Sơn Tinh nor let go
of his desire for revenge to get Mỵ Nương back.

Every year people have to suffer floods as a
consequence of Thủy Tinh's vengeance

This is why Vietnam has an annual monsoon
season.




